
Lessons in Faith, Love, Popsicles  
and Water Balloons      Drake Roberts 

 Since Discovery weekend at the beginning of the 
month there has been a pattern of topics discussed during 
our weekly Bible Studies, UMYF gatherings, and Sunday 
School Classes…Love.  Christ tells us that the most 
important commandment is to love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, soul and mind.  He also tells us that loving 
our neighbor as ourselves is just as important.  There is a 
whole chapter in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 
devoted to love.   Love is not just this simple word used to 
express a feeling.  It is something that encompasses our 
lives in so many ways.  We love our parents, our siblings, 
our spouses, our friends, that burrito I had at Moe’s last 
week.  We love all of these things, but in different ways.   
I’ve always been the kind of person who tries to find joy in 
the little things.  I “love” getting to experience all the simple 
blessings God puts in our lives.  One of these little things, 
for me, was taking popsicles to the marching band as they 
held their annual band camp in preparation for the 
upcoming high school football season.  It was simple.  I got 
a bunch of popsicles, put them in a cooler and drove them 
down to the band room at the end of each session.  This 

Continued on page 2... 

the 

Monthly Newsletter of Columbiana United Methodist Church | September 2011 

9/10 
Groovin’ on the Green 4:00 p.m. 

9/11 
Combined Service 10:30 a.m. 

Handbell Choir  4:00 p.m. 

Children’s Choir (K-5th) 6:00 p.m. 

9/17 
Blessing of the Animals 4:00 p.m. 

9/25 
State of the Church Address 

Dinner 6:00  

Address 6:30 

 
For more information about any of these 
events, please call the church office or 

visit the church website at 
www.columbianaumc.com. 
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wasn’t the most challenging thing I’ve ever done.  I didn’t 
have to have a powerful message ready to share.  No 
difficult set up was needed.  It was simple.  It was powerful, 
though.  After a long day of marching under a hot August 
sun, these band members experienced love through a very 
simple action. 
This past Sunday we held a Back to School Bash with a 
“Water Wars” theme.  It was a very simple concept, get 
water balloons, water guns, water slides, watermelons, and 
share them with each other.  Now, this may not be the most 
traditional way to explain love, but I think it works.  There is 
a certain joy found in chunking a water balloon across a 
field and watching it burst when it hits one your friends.  
There is a certain joy found when you see the senior 
pastor, worship leader and youth director joined by thirty 
five youth on the front lawn of the church throwing water 
balloons, dousing each other with water guns and hoses, or 
sliding down slip and slides.  There is joy found in parents, 
volunteers, youth and staff gathering outside the church 
enjoying freshly sliced watermelon.  This is just another 
simple way in which we can share in fellowship, the love 
that God shows us. 
Drake 

Lessons in Faith, Love, Popsicles, & Water Balloons contôd.  A Word from Pastor Lori 

     The last Sunday of September we will 
have another “State of the Church” 
gathering.  
I led one of these gatherings during my first 
month with you as your new pastor.  The 
purpose of these gatherings is to make 
sure that all of the church members are in 
the loop with the goals and ministries of the 
church, and for me to share pastoral vision 
for the church as I lead.  The last gathering 
we focused on improving communication, 
and offering “full disclosure” regarding the 
p lans  f or  m inis t r ies ,  s t af f ing , 
communication, and financial matters 
pertaining to the work of the church.   
     Much has been accomplished since 
January, and much more needs to be 
accomplished. Take some time to think 
about how God has blessed CUMC. Think 
about what God is teaching us.  Take some 
time to prayerfully reflect upon the question 
– How are we doing?   How are we each 
doing as growing disciples and how are we 
doing as God’s church?  Ask God how you 
can be a greater part of his Kingdom here 
on Earth, and above all, PRAY for one 
another, the church, the staff, and LISTEN 
to what God has to say to you.    
    As you are led to share new ideas and 
your hopes for our future, please know that 
your pastor wants to listen.  My door is 
always open to you.  There is not one of us 
who knows everything.   Together we can 
do more.  May we be one with Christ, one 
with each other and one in ministry unto the 
world. 
     PLEASE make it a point to attend this 
time together on Sunday evening, the 25th.     
 

Serving Christ by serving you! 

Pastor Lori  
 

2nd Annual2nd Annual  
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September 10, 2011        4:00 p.m.September 10, 2011        4:00 p.m.  

Music on Two Stages, Fun for the Kids, Good Food!Music on Two Stages, Fun for the Kids, Good Food!  

Make Sure You Are There!Make Sure You Are There!  



Prayer Blanket MinistryPrayer Blanket Ministry  
submitted by Doris Millersubmitted by Doris Miller  

 The Prayer Blanket Ministry was 
started in August 2007 as an avenue 
for church members to give a gift filled 
with love, hope and prayers to 
someone in their time of need.  A 
dedicated group of volunteers have 
sewn quilts, blankets, afghans, shawls 
and pillowcases and, as they are being 
made, have prayed for comfort and the 
presence of God for the recipient. 
 A label and a note are included 
with each gift expressing hope that the 
recipient may feel surrounded in love 
by our Lord and letting them know 
prayers have been offered up for them. 
 Since starting, a total of 181 
prayer quilts have been distributed to 
various organizations such as DHR, 
local police departments, individuals 
and church family.  Some who have 
received these comfort quilts include 
tornado survivors, those fighting 
cancer and other serious illnesses or 
accidents, and those suffering the loss 
of a spouse or loved one. 
 We hope our ministry of the 
giving of these tangible gifts will bring 
comfort and be a daily reminder of 
God’s love to those who receive them. 
 If you know of someone in need 
of a prayer blanket, or if you would like 
to become a part of this ministry, 
please contact Doris Miller at 663-2204 
or dmiller124@att.net.   
 

 

 

 

   

Because of all your PRAYERS and SUPPORT, Discovery 2011 was  

such a blessing to everyone!!! The presence of the Holy Spirit was  

definitely here. THANK YOU! We could not have done it without ALL our 

Adults and Youth. Lookin' forward to the next one!!! Praise God!!! 

- The 2011 Discovery Team 

VOLUNTEERS IN SERVICE    -    September 2011 
 
Heart4God Snacks 
Sunday,  September 4 
  Maria Tidmore, Sonia Cardwell, Vicki Coe, Alisha McDonald 
Sunday, September 11 
  Sherry Head, John Jones, Lea Ann Hjetland, Helen Gibson 
Sunday, September 18 
  Carolyn Mundy, Michele Gay, Gay White, Sandy Burttram 
Sunday, September 25 
  Shirley Sanderson, Angie Nash, Vicki Vacarella, Michele Walker 
 
Traditional Worship 
Videographers  
Sunday, September 4   Keith & Helen Gibson 
 Sunday, September 11  Kevin & Stacy Walkup 
 Sunday, September 18  Rob McLeroy Family 
 Sunday, September 25  Cynthia Murer, Lauren & Adrienne  
 
Acolytes 
Sunday, September 4   Annika Walker and Maddie Waddell  
Sunday, September 11  Sara Ruth Lipscomb and Trent Sullivan 
Sunday, September 18  Natalie and Marlie Odgers 
Sunday, September 25  Mary Beth Gay and Kinzie McDonald  
 
Communion Stewards    Beth Hedrick and Anne Davis 
 
Communion Servers        Dustin and Jane Smith, Rob and Brenda Harris    
 
Ushers   Greg Rushton, Kevin Walkup, and Jim Reddell  

 

DVD Delivery   
(week of)                              
September 4         Larry Mathews 
September 11  Angie Nash & Sara Conn 
September 18                Joe McCormick 
September 25                 Joan Alexander 
 

CHURCH LIBRARY 

We are in the process of updating the church library. Materials that are being  
removed are available to anyone. A selection of these materials will be available in 
the multipurpose room for the next few Sundays with the remainder  located in a 
marked area of the church library. If you choose from the materials, a small donation 
of 5 cents for paperback, 10 cents for hardback and 25 cents for videos will help  
toward purchasing new materials. In the near future we will ask for donations  
of recent materials to help improve the collection.  

If you have any questions, please see Carolyn Mundy. 



Columbiana United Methodist Church  
200 North Main Street P.O. Box 676 
Columbiana, AL  35051 
205-669-7164  Fax: 205-669-9023 
Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday  9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Web Address:  www.columbianaumc.com 

  
Our Staff 
Rev. Lori Carden, Senior Pastor 
pastor@columbianaumc.com 
Nicholas Patterson, Director of Worship Arts  
and Program Ministries 
dowap@columbianaumc.com 
Debra Waddell, Finance Administrator 
finance@columbianaumc.com  
Kristi Akin, Administrative Assistant  
admin@columbianaumc.com 
Drake Roberts, Director of Youth Ministries   
youth@columbianaumc.com 
Len Lacey, Organist   
lenlacey@bellsouth.net  
Brenda Seale, Pianist     
Dawkins Cleaning 
  

We are here to serve the Lord and you.   
Please e-mail or call  if you need our assistance.  
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Scrapbook All Weekend!  
(or make cards, cross -stitch, knit, crochet, or do any other craft)  

Friday, Sept. 23 ~ 6 pm - Midnight  

Saturday, Sept. 24 ~ 10 am - 6 pm 
 

$10.00 Weekend Admission Fee 

 (or $5.00 if you only participate one day) 

Door prizes 

New Products                                                       

Share Ideas 

Fun and Fellowship 

Buy/Sell gently used supplies and tools 

 

What to Bring:   A snack to share, supplies and tools for your personal projects, 

and gently used supplies and tools that you may want to sell.   

 

Invite a friend to join you! 

All are WELCOME! Please contact one of the following people to let us know if 

you will be joining us on Friday only, Saturday only or for the entire weekend:  

Sue Eddins ~ Agnes Pool ~ Kathy Corbitt ~ Jamie Barnes 

                     670-6985      305-8375          919-6089          529-6916 

Or email:  KathyCorbitt@aol.com 

 
September Birthdays  
 
4  Joe McCormick 
5 Augusta Bost 
6 Jonathan Seale 
7 Virginia Cooper 
8 Bill Seale 
9 Bob O’Connor 
10 Nancy Reddell 
11 Rux Bentley 
 Hunter Walker 
12 Don Fowler 
13 Gary Carlee 
15 Jared Akin 
 Peter Cole 
 Brian Stevens 
17 Chris Payne 
20 Sara Ruth Lipscomb 
 Mailon Mcleroy 
 Jacob Tidmore 
21 John Murray 
 Clara Grace Murray 
22 Shirley Satterwhite 
26 Graham Davis 
 Dan Head 
 Sara Elizabeth Head 
27 Matt Lipscomb 
 Kinzie McDonald 
 Frank Owen 
28 Tom Seale 
29 Cecelia Friday 
30 Mary Louise Jones 
 Charlene Ray 

http://www.columbianaumc.com/
mailto:valuelife@bellsouth.net
mailto:KathyCorbitt@aol.com

